
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “The Fire of Faith, ” is the fourteenth in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 

9 a.m. Traditional Worship Service & Cantata



In the Works
See the Advent & Christmas Calendar on the back page for opportunities to 

worship, to grow and to serve.

Guatemala Mission: New Life Children’s Home   
  It was hard to go a year without a return visit to New Life Children’s 
Home in Villa Nueva, Guatemala.
  Twenty folks from Aldersgate traveled there in early August 2013, 
where we played and worked and played some more at this facility 
operated largely by West Texans. We were not able to return last year, 
but will do so in July 25-August 1, 2015. 
  Two weeks ago, missionaries David and Cindy Ceballos, whom this 
church supports in their work in Panama with prayers, funds and 
mission trips, were in Abilene for a brief visit. 
   David spoke of their strategy, to establish a presence in a place of 
need, to develop relationships with the people and the government, 
and to be ready to adapt. 
   These ideas also serve us well in Guatemala.  Aldersgate has established 
its presence with a successful visit last year, something we want to build 
on. We certainly have developed relationships as we have sponsored

several of the youth who live at the children’s home. 
   We have maintained communications with NLCH leaders and supported their work financially.When we 
went to New Life, we went with the attitude of “What do you need us to do?” 
   As David said, this is not about going for a week and coming home feeling good about ourselves. It’s about 
maintaining that relationship because the work and challenges there never stop. The challenges are many 
— from disease and illness to the turmoil and poverty in that country.
    New Life provides a safe haven for the children who live there and for the others from the city who attend 
school there. It’s our hope that this experience — a dramatic change from their lives and that what they see 
outside the facility’s protective walls —will inspire them to lead the way as adults.
     We are taking a team of 22. Already, some who went last time have expressed their desire to return. 
     Please consider your participation and come to our informational meeting at 5 p.m. Sunday, December 
7th, in the church’s Patio Room. This trip will be like a homecoming for us. Many of the youth we met still 
will be there; the littlest ones won’t be in high chairs anymore. 
    They are our extended kin in God’s big family. —  Greg Jaklewicz



College Ministry:  Best Wishes for your Exams! 
  Students, we realize that this upcoming week has the 
potential to be one of the most stressful weeks of your 
school semester because it is filled with exams, papers, and/
or projects that stand between you and your holiday break.          
Not only that, but these final exams will have significant 
bearing on your grades. 
   And so, during this week of exams, I want to remind you 
that your Aldersgate community is praying for you and 
would like to offer you a couple of tangible expressions of 
love.
   First, we would like to give each of you a jar filled with 
goodies that we hope will bring you joy and energy as you 
study. You can pick up your jar in the hallway after the 
service today.

   And second, we want to invite you to a free brunch tomorrow morning, December 8th, from 9:00 am 
– 11:00 am, in the Fellowship Hall. Feel free to come and go before or after your exams or study sessions. 
   This week I will be praying for you these words of Paul to the Philippians: 
4: Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
5: Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.
6: Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.
7: And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.”  Philippians 4:4-7  —  Kyle Watson  

Youth Ministry: Upcoming Events and Holiday Schedule
    I wanted to make sure everyone was in the know for the next month, in regards to the youth schedule 
and events.  Sunday School will continue to meet throughout the holidays. December 14th will be the last 
regularly scheduled Sunday Night Youth event until January 11th. Here is a rundown of the schedule of this 
holiday season and some of our big events coming up! 

Dec. 7   Sunday Night Youth  Dec. 14 Progressive Dinner
January 2-3  Winter Retreat (Camp Butman) Jan. 11 Parent Meeting 
   Cost: $40
March 9-13  Spring Break Ski Trip

If you are interested in being a part of the Winter Retreat or Ski trip, feel free to call, text or email me at
youth@aldersgateabilene.org. — Daniel Mathis



  In Worship
Sunday,  December 7, 2014 •  9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service & Cantata

Prelude:  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”  by Janet Linker                              Van Hayes

Welcome and Greeting Time                  Steve Brooks

Time of Meditation:  “Savior of the Nations, Come”                                                                      Jubilee Ringers

Call to Worship: #211 “O Come O Come, Emmanuel”           Steve Brooks 

Advent Wreath: Candle of Faith                                                                                         John and Lynda Stearns

Hymn: #196 “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”

Statement of Faith: #881  “Apostles’ Creed”

Response:  #70  “Glory Be to the Father”             

Registration and Announcements                                                      Amy Wilson Feltz

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                 

Offering and Offertory: “With Timbrel and Dance”       Jubilee Ringers

Doxology:  #95  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Cantata:              “When Will He Come?”                                                       Chancel Choir

                “Gloria In Excelsis Deo!”

                “The Star Carol”

                               “O Holy Night” and  “Silent Night”

  “Fum Fum, Fum”

Holy Communion              Steve Brooks 

Mantra1 and Benediction 

Postlude: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” by Henry Smart                             Van Hayes

 
1  The mantra comes from Colossians Chapter 1 and from an ancient rabbinical saying.  It is a phrase that 
we say together at the end of each service, believing that its truth is transformational.



Connections: New Art Exhibit
   Have you ever read through a passage of scripture and 
imagined what it must have looked like? For example, what 
would it have been like for Moses and the Israelites to cross 
through the Red Sea when they escaped from the Egyptians? 
What did they see, feel, and hear?
    Or do you ever consider how these ancient stories can be relevant for our lives today? The reality is, the 
Bible can take on different meanings for us depending upon where we are in our life journey.
     And that’s really the beautiful thing about the scriptures. Part of what makes them active and alive, is that 
they are being read by people who are actively seeking to be alive in Christ. 
   This month, Aldersgate will host its first CIVA (Christians in the Visual Arts) art exhibit, Picturing the 
Parables. This exhibit is a collection of works from twenty different artists and it will be at Aldersgate until 
the end of December. 
    Each piece of art represents the artist’s visual interpretation of the parables taught by Jesus.
Our hope is that these works of art would cause us all to see the Gospel stories in a new and profound way.
                                                                                                                                                                — Jessica Watson

Music Ministry: Joyous Time of the Year
   The children will be presenting A Nativity Tale on 
Sunday, December 14th. This will be a combined 
service at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctaury.
    Sunday School will be at 9:00 a.m. on this day. 
 The children’s rehearsal will be  today, Sunday, 
December 7th with readers practicing from 5:00-6:30 
p.m. and all of the children rehearsing 6:00-6:30 p.m. 
The required final dress rehearsal with costumes will 
be Saturday, December 13th, from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 
noon.
   Following the combined service, there will be an 
all-church meal in the Fellowship Hall beginning at 
11:15 a.m. Be sure to stay for all the festivities.
   Inviting friends and neighbors to special programming 
at our church is an easy way to share God’s grace.

   Please be encouraged to invite friends and family to our special services, including Christmas Eve at 5:00 
p.m., December 24th. You never know when God’s breath will be felt by someone at a necessary time!
Grace and Peace! — David Wallis



Staff Appreciation:  An Invitation from the SPRC
Dear Friends of Aldersgate,
   Aldersgate United Methodist Church continues in a season of growth, for which we are very thankful.  Leading 
the charge in our weekly worship services and determining numerous ways to support our four mission fields 
areas is our very capable church staff.  In order for business to run smoothly on a daily basis at Aldersgate, the 
staff searches for God’s will and discernment — putting in numerous hours of service each week for this very 
purpose.  Through their facilitation, we, the body of Aldersgate, reap many blessings!  
   Now it’s time to search our hearts and show our love and appreciation for the staff by collecting gifts of cash, 
which will be dispersed to them prior to Christmas.  The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) is collecting 
these gifts through December 18 and invites individual members, Sunday School classes and other groups within 
the church to consider donating to this cause.  Please direct your gifts designated for Staff Christmas Gifts to the 
church office or any SPRC member. ( Mary Lou Garrett, Brad Hicks, Sally Villers, David Feemster, Loretta Carter, 
John Stearns, Kevin Ripple, and Artie Waller)  Checks should be made payable to Aldersgate UMC.  We want to 
honor all staff members(listed below) in this special way:
 Pastor: Steve Brooks
 Associate Pastor: Amy Wilson Feltz
 Financial Officer: KB Woods
 Director of Children’s Ministries: Alayna Brooks
 Associate Director of Children’s Ministries: MacKenzie Corbett
 Director of Youth Ministries/Comtemporary Worship Leader: Daniel Mathis
 Associate Director of Media Operations: John Bolden
 Three Associate Directors of Youth Ministries:
       Jason Ligon, Wyatt Goettch, Phoebe Head
 Director of College Ministries: Kyle Watson
 Director of Connections: Jessica Watson
 Director of Aldersgate Academy: Carol Rogers
 Director of Music Ministries: David Wallis
 Director of Administration : Carolyn Estes
 Receptionist: Susan Acosta
 Custodial Director: Robert Sandoval (Substituting for Ruben)
 Organist: Van Hayes
 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  Luke 6:38  The Lord continues 
to bless the ministries of Aldersgate through our staff and we thank you for blessing them with your gifts.    Grace 
and Peace and Merry Christmas! — Mary Lou Garrrett

Operation Christmas Child:  Thanks be to God!
   Thanks to the unending generosity of AUMC fellowship, we were able to send out over 200 shoe boxes to 
children around the world. We gave them the chance to hear the Gospel. Thanks to all for participating and 
supporting this year’s Operation Christmas Child. Please continue to pray that the Message will be shared, 
touching the hearts of these children and their families. Praise God!  Charlie and Maudie Webb



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Launa Brand
Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner

Presence                      (11.30.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $10,886.78
Received Month-to-Date = $64,324.70
Received Year-to-Date = $703,928.81
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $141,053.42

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service=164                       
11:00 a.m. Worship Service=137 

Total Worship Service Attendance= 301                                                  
 Sunday school=207

The Oaks = 12

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. Willis, 
on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is available. For more 
information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

We extend our prayers and sympathy to the family of Doris Ogden, upon the death 
of her sister, Pauline Hadley. 



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

                                               

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:    Luke  1: 26-38  
Monday:  Romans 8: 31-39 
Tuesday:  Matthew 22: 36-40 
Wednesday: Revelation 3: 14-22
Thursday  Mark 2: 1-12 
Friday:  Acts 16:16-40 
Saturday:  John 14: 9-14 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:  Judges 8-9       
Monday:    Judges 10-12    
Tuesday:   Judges 13-15 
Wednesday:   Judges 16-18 
Thursday:  Judges19-21           
Friday:     Ruth 1-4             
Saturday:  1Samuel 1-3      
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

The Blue Parakeet
by Scot McKnight 
is the next book 
that we are inviting 
you to read as we go 
through the whole 
Bible in 52 weeks 
here at Aldersgate.  
One reviewer says, 
“In this bold, 
examination of reading the Bible, author 
Scot McKnight proclaims a new ‘Third 
Way,’ one that walks confidently between 
two  extremes.”  The book is an easy read 
that helps us to really think through how 
we read the Bible. You may order a copy 
through the church office for $10.oo. 
Grace and Peace!
 —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Below you will find a list of sermon related 
passages and a list of passages that will 
take you through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day as we 
continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  

Every service, event and activity at Aldersgate is designed 
to bring us closer to God and to each other. Below you will 
find opportunities to do both this month. Grace and Peace!

Sunday, December 7: 5:30 pm    Children’s Program Rehearsal 
   5:00 pm Youth Ministry   
      
Monday, December 8: 9:00 am College Finals Brunch

Thursday, December 11:  6:30 pm    UMW Christmas Dinner

Friday, December 12:   5:00 pm    McMurry Baccalaureate

Saturday, December 13:             8:00 am    Children’s Program Dress Rehearsal

Sunday, December 14: 9:00 am    Sunday School
                  10:05 am    Combined Worship Service 
    with the Children’s Program
                  11:15 am     All-Church Lunch    
   6:00 pm     Youth Progressive Dinner

Monday, December 15:            11:00 am     Academy Christmas Luncheon

Tuesday, December 16:            11:00 am  Academy Christmas  Luncheon                  

Sunday, December 21: 9:00 am     Traditional Worship Service
                   10:05 am     Sunday School
                                     11:00 am    Contemporary Worship Service
                                        No Evening Activities

Wednesday, December 24:       5:00 pm    Christmas Eve Service
                    Church  Office Closed Until December 29th

Sunday, December 28: 9:00 am    Traditional Worship Service
                        10:05 am    Sunday School
                                     11:00 am    Contemporary Worship Service
                                        No Evening Activities

Monday, December 29:            Church Office Re-opens

Wednesday, December 31:       Church Office Closed Until January 5 

 Aldersgate Advent &
Christmas Calendar


